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This is a very able work, and as timely an it is
able. More than fifty year# ago that greatest of
modern pulpit orators, IIobt. Hall, commenccd
bis celebrated sermon on Iufidelity by observing
that as the Christian Ministry is established for the
instruction of men throughout every age in truth
and holiness, It must adapt itself to the ever-shift¬
ing scenes of the moral world, and stand ready to

repel the attacks of impiety and error, under what¬
ever form they may appear. And yet, in other of
his matchless orations, this Fame divine has left his
indignant protest against a disposition manifested
by some to be perpetually mooting the evidfences of
Christianity. Archbishop Whateley has said that
there is a probability in favor of any institution
which has been of ancient establishment in society;
there is an antecedent presumption that, it has a

foundation in truth or right, else it would havfe'been
long ago exploded. Without attempting to push
this doctrine too far, (and it may be used to prove
too much, and therefore fall to the ground,) we think
it may be safely applied to the institution of Chris¬
tianity. If the truth of Christianity has not been
vindicated by the assaults of time, that wisest of
powers, according to the old Greek philosopher, be¬
cause it reveals all things, we arc at a loss to know
what new ordeal is still necessary in order to con¬

firm tho pretensions of a system which has thus far
maintained itself unimpaired and unharmed. If
the church has been, as Hall compares her, like the
burning bush beheld by Moses in the land of Mi-
dian, encompassed by flames but still unconsumed,
is it not that the church, like the bash, has had the ra¬

diant and awful Shekina ever resting upon her? And if
the uoods have not yet prevailed against her, is it not be¬
cause she is founded upon a rock, while her Head, as an

old Puritan quaintly expresses it, has entered within the
vail, and must therefore be ever above the water?

But this is a learned and wise age that wevlive in, and
" infidelity" is said to abound, though we can hardly be¬
lieve it. It is an age of progresR, of general enlighten¬
ment, cf i-enuy encyclopaedias and universal-diffusiun-of-
knowledge societies. People now-a-duys, it is compla¬
cently intimated, have been operated upon for " the sim¬

ples," and cut their eye-teeth a great deal sooner than in
the dayB of our slow grandfathers and grandmothers. It
is hinted that we have grown too big to wear the " old
clc' " which fitted very comfortably the intellectual sta¬

ture of our fathers and mothers.a good enough sort of

people in their way, but who, having commenced to live
before the eteamboat and locomotive started, have never

yet been able to catch up with this go-ahead age of ours.

What worth listening to could be expected from men who
never heard of the "pure reason;" or who, if they have
heard of its discovery by Kant, are content to jog along
with the same head they were born with ? What better
eould we expect of such men than that they should be¬
lieve in a religion which is more than eighteen centuries
old, and which projects itself by type aud shadow into
the dark ages beyond ?

Poor paternal ancestors of ours! What did ye know
of Mosmerism, with its super-lunar revelations ? Would
you, ye venerable but bigoted and deluded men, would
you Lave been prepared to welcome the advent of a pro¬
phet like Joe Smith, or would your minds have been large
enough to imbibe the mysteries in the Book of Mormon ?
You who could believe in ** tables of stone" engraved with
precepts like these comprised in the decalogue, and which
Goethe, that great soul of the Fatherland, has found bo

blundering; you who could believe that such tables were

received by Moses amid thunderings and lightnings and
tempest, what did you know of wooden tables which can

walk on one leg but can't sit still on four? Could you
talk with the spirits of the mighty dead and hold a con-

versorone with Dacon and Newton and Franklin at tlV
rut^gf twenty-five cents per night ? Did you have any
" medium" through which to hold free intercourse with the
epirit world? Ah! no; the age of illumination had not
yet dawned. It remained for us of this nineteenth century
to discard the myths of a credulous and infant age, and
inaugurate in their stead the veracious predictions of Mil-
leriiin, the pure morality of the "Latter-day Saints,"
and the new theophany of the Misses Fox. The millen¬
nium commenced when many tables began to run to and
fm in tv.» » *»- » «/i«buw:ii is giory as the know¬
ledge of "spiritualism" increases among us.

Well, to drop a tone of pervjiagr, which ill befits the
solemnity of our theme, what is the wonder that men, in
their efforts to find something truer than the verities of
Holy Writ, should give heed to " seducing spirits" until
the oracles of inspiration seem blind and dumb ? What
wonder that Urim and Thummim " can no more divine,"
when the "old Jew stars," as Mr. Carlyle calls Moses
and David and Isaiah, have long Bince paled to the eye
of some before the " new lights" of spiritualism ? There
are those among us who profess to have outlived and out¬

grown the Bimple faith by which the elders gained a good
report and by which they are said to have subdued king¬
doms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, and
escaped the edge of the sword. Theologians, like a Strauss
and a Newman, essay to propound a " philosophy of reli¬
gion," developed ab intra, and strip Christianity of her
miracles in order to array her in the rags and tatters of
a polemical theology. Naturalists, like an Oken and the
author of the "Vestiges of Creation," have sought to re¬

legate the Creator to the outermost verge of time and
apace, if not actually to compliment Him out of the uni¬
verse, as though, forsooth, the " creation and providence
of worms and insects afford but a vulgar and degrading
idea of the invisible Spirit." Men of science have sought
to array the records of the "stony book" unfolded by
geology against the records of the Hebrew law-giver and
historian.
Now, we are not among those who " tremble for the

ark" at every development of German neology or at every
thrust of the geologist's spade. The pusillanimous faith
which* starts in affright from an Egyptian mummy that is
about to be unswathed from its cerements by a polyglot
who can read hieroglyphs " like a book," is too puny and
.ickly to deserve any efforts towards its confirmation;
for tf the dreaded mummy, all written over with those
terrible hieroglyphs, should turn out after all to be not
What it was predicted.as, for instance, a sacred goat in¬
stead of a sacred virgin.yet still these craven disciples
will be stricken with alarm by this same temerarious po¬
lyglot the very next time be comes forth from his retreat
to startle the world with another cackling novelty. The
"types of mankind" are said to be various, but it seems
to us that these " weak brethren" must be the lowest of
the species, if they deserve to be called men at all.

Those who have not faith strong enough to believe the
doctrines and revelations of the Bible are generally found
to have a credulity capacious enough to receive whatever
else is monstrous and prodigious. Charles II, a monarch
of " most blessed memory," but not exactly for the savor

of his piety, remarked of a contemporary free-thinker,
Dr. Vossiut, we believe, that he was a gentleman who
doubted of nothing in the world except the truth of the
Scriptures^ Voltaire was once in his life delighted to

find, as be thought, or affected to think, the source from
which the writers of the New Testament had stolen ita
history and morality. A Hindoo Sbaster, older by. oycles
of ogee than the books of the Bible profess to be, was

brought to light and found to contain the substance of the
Christian dootrine, only in grander outlines; but, alas
for his short-lived triumph, it turned out that this very
.' Sacred 8haster" had been forged from the Scriptures
by a fervid son of Loyola who interpreted a little too freely
the maxim of omnia omnibu*, and who, we suppose, thought
the blessedness of his end a sufficient apology for the
questionable morality of his mean*. And then, too, a
" xodiac" wae found by some French travellers who were

raaiacking an Egyptian temple. This xodiac clearly

proved that mm had inhabited the earth long before the
period assigned to his creation by revelation, until, on a

closer inspection and when the dust had been brushed oiif
its face, it appeared from an inscription on the dial itself
that it had been built during* the reign of a Iloman

emperor.
These facts clearly prove that if the books of the Bible

had been accidentally found in some forgotten corner, and
had borne the name of Plato, or Aristotle, or Seneca as

their aathor, they might have atood some chanoe with the
world's pundits, sages, and philosophers; but, coming
to U9 as they do with the imprint of Heaven, and teach¬
ing a morality pure as the souroe from which it emanates,
and speaking with authority as never man Spake, they
have provoked a hostility and encountered an opposition
which could not have been greater or better deserved if,
instead of bringing peace on earth and good-will among
men, they had come to vex and curse the race.

In modern times it haa become the fashion to repudiate
what ar« called the "objective foots" of Holy Writ, as

distinguished from ita "subjective spirit." There are

those who profesa to be deeply penetrated by a profound
sense of the latter, while they soout the literacies nnd
materialities of the former. They explode a historical

gospel for the sake of developing, from the depths of their
own consciousness, a more symmetrical and philosophical
creed.one more in harmony, as they think, with the ideal
of consummate excellence. These men of transcendental
intellect are perpetually talking about the " living soul"
iu man ; with them it is, " first, soul; and seoond, soul;
and evermore, soul." They make a mighty pother oversuch
bits of Bpeech as " unbelievabilities," " extinct tradi¬

tions," " worn-out symbolisms, reminiscences, and simu¬

lacra," &c. On the other hand, they admire hugely such

high-sounding locutions as " the supreme silences," " the
world spirit," " the destinies," and " immensities," and
" eternities," and such like. They say, 11 more in sorrow

than in anger" they would have us believe, "Adieu,
0 church! thy road is that way, mine is this; in God's
name, adieu!" They have no fancy, they tell us, for
"stealinginto fieaven by sticking, ostrich like, (a favor¬
ite comparison of Carlyle's,) their heads into fallacies on

earth."*
Now, we know not how such grandiloquisms sound to

our readers, but they strike us as vastly amusing, even

when they make us " stare and gasp and we uuspeot
that Carlyle himself laughs like the gods in Homer over

the philosophical namby-pamby of the small fry of writers
who have been spawned by this great leviathan of litera¬
ture, the " behemoth biggest born" of the modern litera¬

ry world. Or perhapB, aa Mr. Rogers intimates, he may
have become ashamed of that ragged regiment of most

shallow thinkers and obscure writers and talkers, whose
parrot-like repetition of his stereotyped phraseology,
mingled with some barbarous effusion of half-Angliciscd
German, threatens to form as odious a cant as ever pol¬
luted the stream of thought or disfigured the purity of
language. " As ig Byron's day," he adds, " there were

thousands to whom the world was a 'blank' at twenty or

thereabouts, and of whose ' dark imaginings,' as Macau-
lay says, tne waste was prodigious, so now there are

hundreds of dilettanti pantheists, mystics, and skeptics, to
whom every thing is a < sham,' an ' unreality,' who tell
us that the world stands in need of a 'great prophet,' a
. seer,' a ' true priest,' a^ . large soul,' a ' god-like soul,'
who shall dive into the ' depths of the human conscious¬
ness,' and whose ' utterances' shall rouse the human
mind from the ' cheats and frauds' which have hitherto
every where practised on its simplicity. They tell us, in
relation to philosophy, religion, and especially in relation
to Christianity, that all that has been believed by man¬

kind has been believed only on ' empirical' grounds, and
that the old answers to difficulties will do no longer.
They shake their heads at auch men as Clarke, Paley,
Butler, and declare that such arguments as theirs will not

satisfy them
We respect a sincere and profound conviction wherever

we meet with it or however opposite it may be to our own

opinions; but for vague and dreamy speculatists, who
love to tloat in the hazy atmosphere of the " cloud-land,"
as they call it, of a" poetic philosophy," we have no great
admiration or reverence. We could pity them perhaps
for the " aching void" which they complain so much about
if it was a " void" in the same place as Cowper's, in the
heart instead of the head. They who have sought to de¬
stroy all reverence for the Holy Book by giving to such
revcrence " the ill-sounding name of bibliolatry" must not

complain if, after bartering away the comfort of faith, they
have failed to receive in exchange the certainty of know¬
ledge. Having put out an eye of the soul they should
not be surprised to find their understandings darkened.
If, with their hands full of truths, they have, contrary to
the teaching of Fontenelle, relaxed their graBp and lot
them slip to clutch at shadows, thev nn» .
to nnd themselves empty-handed; they should have
known that the well in whioh religious truth lies bid at
the bottom is deep, and that man has a very short line to
draw with.

In the work before us the phases of modern infidelity
are considered under the six aspects of Atheism, Panthe¬
ism, Naturalism, Spiritualism,\ Indifferentism, and Formal¬
ism, and the special causes of infidelity are enumerated
under the heads of Sptculative Philosophy, Social Disaffec¬
tion, the Corruptions of Christianity, Religious Intolerance,
and Disunion of the Church; while the agencies it em¬

ploys for its disiemination are said to be the Press, the
Clubs, the Schools, and the Pulpit. This chapter of con¬

tent* will enable our readers to judge of the aim and
Bcope of Mr. Pearson's volume, whioh has already had ao

wide a currency in this country and in Europe. We need
scarcely remark that Mr. Pearson writes from an " evan¬

gelical" and-* Protestant stand-point, a circumstance
whioh may render unpalatable to a few of our readers
the chapters on Spiritualism and the Corruptions of Chris¬
tianity. He upholds " the broad banner of Athanasius,"
a banner too " broad" for some, and yet, as held by Mr.
Pearson, not " broad" enough for all who can say the
" Creed of the Apostles."
k may be asked why this discussion of theologio evi¬

dences in the columns of a political journal ? What has
the politician or republican to do with abstract dogmas
in the religious world? We answer, much everyway.
It was the infidel and materialistic philosophy of Hobbes
that was quoted with favor and approbation amid the
reeking abominations of the Conrt of Charles II. in Eng¬
land, and it was the infidel and sensational philosophy of
a d'Hoibach and Voltaire which ushered in the "Reign
of Terror" in France. They were atheists who eiolaimed
at Arras around the death-cart which was tracking its
way in blood from the guillotine to the revolutionary Pot¬
ter's Field, " We can do what we please; there is no Ood 1"
Nous pouvons fairt ct que nous voulont; il n'y a pas de Dieu '.

They were not Christians who made of France an acel-
dama during that fearful period, and history will fall to
teach one of her most impressive lessons if she does not
evince " the incompatibility of skeptical principles with
the existenoe of society."

Gibbon, in tpeaking of the paganism of ancient Rome,
*ays: " The various modes worship1 which prevailed
In the Roman world were all considered by the people as

equally true, by the philotopfcer* as equally false, and by
Ihe magistrate as equally vmfal." It is Polybius whe
has observed that if all men were philosophers we might
dispense with religion. Upon which Vioo remarks that
he might with more propriety have said that without re¬

ligion of some kind there could be no well-organized State
nor any civilization, and so, of course, no philosophers.
" Do you not tte," said Socrates in his celebrated argu¬
ment with the skeptic Aristodemus, " that the oldest and
wisest of human things, states, and gations are th6 moat
reverent towards the gods, and that the most intelligent
ages are the m««t worshipful of the gods ?" Applying
these considerations to Christianity and its relations to
modern progress and civilization, we ere entitled to say
either this civilization and advance in knowledge are due
to christinaity, or else Christianity is the only system
which the Most enlightened nations find adapted to their
intellectual and social state. Each of the alternative
suppositions reflects honor upon the institutions of the
church ; for, if Christianity has made us what we are, we
owe it all thanks ; while, If we have adopted Christianity
only because we are *>hat wt are, then we owe it reepeot
as far as we owe respect to ourselves.

* For a cabinet of specimens in such gibberish the
reader is directed to Carlyle's " Life of John Sterling."

f Not the Spiritualism of the 11 American Spiritual So¬
ciety," but . wider development.

OFFICIAL.
By the President of the United Statet of America.

A PROCLAMATION.
Whereas a Convention between the United States

of America and the Kingdom of Bavaria was con¬

cluded uud signed at London, by their respective
Plenipotentiaries, on the twelfth day of September,
one thousand eight hundred and fifty*three ; which
Convention, being in the English and German lan-

[the English only is here copied,] is word
rd as follows :

Convention for the mutual extradition of fugitives from jut-
tic*, in certain cases, concluded between the Government of
the United States, on the one part, and the^Kingdom of
Bavaria on the other part.
The United States of America and bis Majesty the King

of Bavaria, actuated by an equal desire to further the ad-
ministration of justice and to prevent the commission of
crimes in their respective countries, taking into conside-
ration that theincreased means of communication between
Europe and America facilitate the escape of offenders, and
that, consequently, provision ought to be made in order
that the ends of justioe shall not be defeated, have de-
termined to conclude an arrangement destined to regulate
the course to be observed in all oases with reference to
the extradition of such individuals as, having cofomitted
any of the offences hereafter enumerated in one country,
shall have taken refuge within the territories of the other.
The constitution and laws of Bavaria, however, not al¬
lowing the Bavarian Qoveroment to surrender their own
subjects for trial before a foreign court of justice, a strict
reciprocity requires that the Government of the United
States shall be held equally free from any obligation to
surrender citizens of the United States.

For which purposes the high contracting Powers have
appointed as their Plenipotentiaries:
The President of the United States, James Buchanan,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the
United States at the Court of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland ;

His Majesty the King of Bavaria, Augustus Baron de
Cetto, his said Majesty's chamberlain, Envoy Extraordi¬
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of her
Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Bri¬
tain and Irelnnd, knight commander of the crder for
merit of the Bavarian Crown and of (ha order for merit of
St Michael, knight grand orosa of the royal Grecian
order of our Saviour :

Who, after reciprocal communication of their respective
full powers, found in good and due ferm, have agreed to
the following articles:

Article I.
The Government of the United States and the Bavarian

Government promise and engage, upon mutual requisi¬
tions by them or their ministers, officers, or authorities
respectively made, to deliver up to justice all persons
who, being oharged with the crime of murder, or assault
with intent to commit murder, or piracy, or arson, or

robbery, or forgery, or the utterance of forged papers, or
the fabrication or circulation of counterfeit money, whe¬
ther coin or paper money, or the embezzlement of public
moneys committed within the jurisdiction of either party,
shall seek an asylum or shall be found within the terri¬
tories of the other: provided that this shall enly be done
upon such evidence of criminality as, according to the
laws of the place where the fugitive or person so charged
shall be found, would justify his apprehension and com¬
mitment for trial if the crime »r offence had there been
committed; and the respective judges and other magis¬
trates of the two Governments shall have power, juris¬
diction, and authority, npoo complaint mado under
oath, to issue a wan-ant for the apprehension of the fugi¬
tive or person so charged, that he may be brought before
such judges or other magistrates respectively, to the end
that the evidence o^crimioality may be heard and consi¬
dered ; and if, on such hearing, the evidence be deemed
sufficient to sustain the charge, it shall be the duty of the
examining judge or magistrate to certify the same to the
proper exeoutive authority, that a warrant may issue for
the surrender of suoh fagitive.
The expense of such apprehension and delivery shall

be borne and defrayed by the party who makes the re¬
quisition and reoeives the fugitive.

Article II.
The stipulations of this Convention shall be applied to

any other States of the German Confederation which may
hereafter deolare its accession thereto.

Article III.
None of the contracting parties shall be bonnd to de¬

liver up its own citizens or subjects un<er the stipula¬
tions of this Convention.

Article IV.
Whenever any person accused of ahj of the crimes

enumerated in this Convention shall halve committed a
new crime in the territories of the Stale where he has
sought an asylum or shall be found, suteh person shall
not be delivered up under the stipulations of this Con¬
vention until be shall have been tried and shall have re¬
ceived the punishment due to such new crime, or shall
have been acquitted thereof.

Article V.
The present Convention shall oontinue in force until

the first of January, one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-eight; and if netttoer partj »«.*« an vim

ntho» previous notice of its intention then to
terminate the same, it shall further remain in force until
the end of twelve months after either of the hjph con¬

tracting parties shall have given notice to the other of
such intention ; each of the high contracting parties re¬

serving to itself the right of giving such notice to the
other at any time after the expiration of the said first day
of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight.

Article VI.
The present Convention shall be ratified by the Presi¬

dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate
of the United 8tates, and by the Government of Bavaria;
and the ratification shall be exchanged in London within
fifteen months from the date hereof, or sooner ifpossible.

In faith whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have
signed this Convention and have hereunto affixed their
seals.
Done in duplicate in London the twelfth day of Sep¬

tember, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three,
and the seventy-eighth year of tbe independence of the
United States. JAMES BUCHANAN, [l. s.l

* AUG. DE CETTO, [l. s.]
And whereas the said Convention has been duly ratified

on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the same
were exchanged at London on the first instant by James
Buchanan, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo¬
tentiary of the United States, and Augustus Baron de
Cetto, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of his Majesty the King of Bavaria at the Court of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, on the
part of their respective Governments:
Now, therefore, be it known that I, Frakklir Pufce,

President of the United States of America, have caused
tbe said Convention to be made public, to the end that
the same, and every clause and article thereof, may be
observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United
8tates and the eitiiens thereof.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.
Done at the city of Washington, this eighteenth day of

November, in the year of our Lord one thousand
[L. f.] eight hundred and fifty-four, and of the inde¬

pendence of the United States of America the
seventy-ninth.

FRANKLIN PIERCE.
By the President:

W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State.

PcmsHXfcXTor RioTaas..The civil authorities of Wil¬
liamsburg (N. Y.) are about to make a salutary example
of the actors in the disgraceful riot in that city on eleo-
tion day. The Coroner's Jaty has brought in a verdict
of murder against twenty-three persons whose names
have been ascertained as engaged in the murder of
William H. Harrison; and a like verdict against twenty-
four persoos for the murder of John H. Smith. The
principals in the murders have esoaped, but the acces¬
sories have been secured.

8kcrrts of Happisess..A susceptibility to delicate
attentions, a fine sense of the nameless and exquisite
tenderness of manner and thought, constitute, in the
minds of its possessors, the deepest under current of life,
the felt and treasured but unseen and inexpressible
richness of affection. It is rarely found in the charac¬
ters of men, but it out-weighs, when it is, all grosser
qualities. There are many who waste and lose affection
by oarvless and often unconscious neglect. It is not a

plant to grow intended ; the breath of rude indifference
or rude touch may destroy forever its delicate texture.
There Is a daily attention to the slight courtesies of life
which ean alone preserve the first freshness of passion.
The easy surprise. of pleasure; the earnest cheerfulness
of assent to rfi&ht wishes; the habitual respect to opin¬
ions ; the polite abstinence from personal topics in the
company of others; unwavering attention to his and her
comfort, both abroad and at home; and, above all, the
careful preservation of those proprieties of conversation
and manner which are saered when before the world, are
some of tbe secrets of that rare happiness which age and

i infirmity alike (ail to impair or diminish.

REMINISCENCES OF EUROPE.
[WRITTIS TOM THE XATIOIAL UTKLUOISCXB.]

OLORVINA.
44 Why is your Ladyship's France, long since announc-

ed as about to issue from the press, still withheld from
the eagerly-expectant world?"
A literary friend in Paris had given me a letter of in-

troduotion to Lady Hokgax, and I called to present it
after I had been a day or two in Dublin, and took my
seat in her boudoir, after the usual preliminaries of cour¬

tesy, with gome suoh remark as the above.
The right key was touched, and the vanity, or more pro¬

perly the pride, of authorship responded. Beauty was

not there to reward me with her smile, nor was there the
graceful attempt to conceal the pleasurable emotion my
compliment occasioned. The lips hastened to convey the
satisfaction the eyes had already indicated, and the coun¬

tenance grew bright with intellectual animation, as ex-

pressive and as engaging as the blush which well-timed
flattery brings to the cheek of conscious loveliness. Then,
too, it was well deserved, and the party on whom it was

conferred had reason to believe me sincere. I was young;
of an age when poetry and romance were not, as now, mat¬
ters of light concern to me; and those were days in which
productions of merit, in either of these departments, came

4' Like angel visits, f«w and far between
days long since gone by, when authors were rare and
wondered at, and the announcement of a new novel or

poem held expectation on tiptoe; when the die of her
ladyship,

44 But one Sydney Owenson and one Tommy Moore,"
had it proceeded from other lips than her own, would
have met response and approval from a numerous and
intelligent class of readers, who revelled in her romance
while they affected to ridioule it.

44 Ah! Mr. B.," was her ladyship'? animated reply,
41 the world, indeed; but then you Americans are so kind;
so apt at agreeable compliment. They tell me too," she
added, 44 that my works appear almost as soon in your
country as in our own, and are read"

44 With at least equal delight, my lady," I hastened to
interpolate.
My fortune was made in this quarter, and an invita¬

tion to a small party at Lady M.'s for that evening was
the commencement of practical acknowledgment of a word
spoken in season.
The party was not numerous, nor was it what the fash¬

ionable world would consider brilliant. Lady Morgan's
establishment was small and its appointments on a mode¬
rate scale. She owed little to birth or fortune ; and her
title, derived from her husband, Sir Charles Morgan,
brought with it neither distinction nor emolument. It
was a compliment bestowed on him by the Marquis of
Abercorn, in whose family he had been engaged as tutor
while his lordship was Viceroy of Ireland, and who had
dubbed him a knight of St. Patriok when, they separated.
But the evening passed off delightfully. Among the
guests were some rising stars, just beginning to shed
their lustre on the hemisphere of talent. Philips.who
had become conspicuous for exuberance in Irish rhetoric,
adding 44 another hue to the rainbow," whose eulogy on

Washington, tribute to Napoleon, and other productions
of this Btamp had many admirer^ among the lovers of
ornate elocution, though they have long since been con¬

signed to the rostrum of the schoolboy.was present, but
evidently declining from his zenith, too soon attained, to
make room for a Mr. North, pointed out to me as his su¬

perior in genius and promise. Both, however, were

charming men, and only endeavored on this occasion to
rival each other in promoting the pleasures of the even¬

ing, to which other luminaries of lesser magnitude con¬
tributed their brilliancy.
But our hostess and her sister, Lady Clarke, whose

husband (Sir Arthur) also owed his title to the vice-regal
accolade, were the divinities of this social temple; and,
despite some little conceits at which the precieux might
have smiled or the stately demurred, were evidently re¬

garded by their worshippers with pride and affection;
and the outsider, myself, willingly united in admiration
of exertions in which talent, wit, and animation, though
mixed with innocent eccentricity, could not fail of enter*
tainment.
Lady Morgan wa4 not tall, and might have been pretty

but for a little toe much of health in figure and complex*
ion and a cast in one of her dark eyes, which had Its
usual effect of impairing the expression of both, though,
without this blemish, they would have been lively and
agreeable. She flitted from guest to guest, distributing
amusing trifles where graver subjects would have been
out of place; while her sister, a blonde, in whom the ge¬
nius of merriment prevailed, sparkling from her laugh-
ter-lovine eves »nd uever sufficiently
in repose to admit of description, presided at the piano,
regaling us with muBic and songs of Irish character and
humor, as if intent
, /'To send the soul upon a jig to heaven."
There was about Lady M., as she then appeared, none

of the personal characteristics of Glorvina and few of the
moral. Had she drawn from self in any of the portraits
of her heroines, that of the Duchess of Belmont, in her
novel of O'Donnell, would have been more like the origi-
nal, more truthful in resemblanoe than the " Wild Irish
Girl," which Lady Clarke might have looked, but was too
full of ti\joumtnt to have personated; for, be it remem¬

bered, the wild in that instance applied rather to the con¬
dition and ciroumstances than to the disposition and de¬
portment, of the heroine. There was nothing of the re-

cluBe about Lady M.; nothing retiring; nothing of such
timidity or reserve as seclusion from the world is apt to

impose on the neophyte unaccustomed to its forms. Un
peu trop manierie,, she has been accused of affectation, and
not without reason; but then we should distinguish be¬
tween that which is occasional and venial in genius and
ita constant and intolerable display in frivolity. There
are women in whom there is just enough of it to be
charming, but it is something more than the flimsy arti¬
fice of a miss in her teens or of the Lydia Languish of
the season, in both of whom ita display is rather corpo¬
real than sentimental. The heart, the mind, and the sen¬
sibilities are frequently engaged in the playful coquetry,
and the loves and graces take part in the delicate finesse
with which accomplished beauty spreads her toils. Lan¬
guor without Inanity, emotion without effort, fanciful
illusions, agreeable conceits, and woman's pure imagin¬
ings are in this alliance, and I envy not him who could
be Insensible to its influenoe or quarrel with its lovely in¬
consistencies. They offend no virtue and violate no rule
but such as art has invented as a restraint on nature; a

prudery contrived to
.' Mar the oharms It cannot hide."

Such were not precisely the tgarmeru of sentiment and
manner in Lady Morgan, for her's had become rather
habitual than impulsive, but such they might have been
and doubtless were when embodied by her in her charm¬
ing fiction of Glorvina, when, as with most, " to exist is
to be happy; when the rapid pulse beats wildly with the
vague delight that fills the careless heart; and when it
may be truly said that nothing is but what Is not".a
period of life thus fancifully described by herself, and
which she had passed when I saw her, though not then
advanoed in years, so brief is its transitory and rapturous
duration.

In the morning 8ir Arthur Clarke called on me, at the
requeat of Lady Morgan, to offer his services as cicerone
isi showing me the lions of Dublin, and we oommenced our

investigations with the bank, in which he held the office
of physician. I smiled at this announcement and was

tempted to be witty on the oocaaion, but then I had just
parted with the young Earl of Belfast, who was clerk of
the kitchen to his royal highness the Prince of Wales,
and felt therefore less surprise at this incongruity. 8ir
Arthur was polite and companionable, and faithfully ful¬
filled her ladyship's kind Intentions of rendering Dublin
attraetive to me by Introducing me to much that was re¬

markable and many who were agreeable In that magnifi¬
cent and hoepitabls metropolis.
What a wonderful faculty is this of remembrance, and

who may soqjeeture Its sgency as an, instrument of re¬

ward or punishment hereafter, when action shall have
ceased to be the element of our existence, and reflection,
redolent of vitality, becomes all-powerful; not, as now,
to be postponed t« a more convenient season by any of
the resources of employment or amusement we have here

.t oar command; when memory shall wave Ler creative
wand and conjure from the past images obscured bat sot
obliterated on the tablet where are engraven the inci¬
dents, intentions, and transactions of a life ? If to my
feeble pen be given the power to overlesp a lifetime and
to bring before me persons and events so little in accord¬
ance with my actual condition as to make me almost doubt
my own identity, and that merely to employ an idle hoar*
what may not be the capacity of its motive, thought, here¬
after, when present and futu?* no longer furnish ma¬

terials for its exercise or diversion, aod the past becomes
the aliment of our pleasures and our pains ? There is
something startling in the idea of a resolution of all our

moral faculties into one, and that one to be the minister
of our weal or wo, not for a season, but for eternity;
and yet we regard memory rather as an occasional com¬

panion than as an associate who is to be our friend or foe
forever. We close our senses to her admonitions now, or

steep them in forgetfulness when sho threatens to be ob¬
trusive, or we welcome her with 6iuiles when she brings
flowers from the lost paradise of youth to regale with their
fragrance the blunted susceptibilities of age. Such, how¬
ever, as this last, through the merciful dispensation of a

Providence who permits no evil without its attendant alle¬
viation, is most frequently her blessed vocation on earth;
for, unless bound by conscience to some absorbing and
harrowing reminiscence, her's is a generous power, that
loves to combine with fancy and fill the mind with plea¬
surable images, with reflections in which innocence has
had part and intention been too pure to be faithfully rep¬
resented by praotice. For myself, I dearly love this be¬
nignant exercise of her temporal potency, and often yield
myself to it so entirely as to forget that my indulgence
may not be equally agreeable to others, to whom the in¬
cidents without the emotions it recalls may be defioient
in what constitutes to me their principal attractiveness.
But the desire to amuse is in itself a merit, when con¬
nected with nothing from whioh delicacy should shrink
or refinement take offence; and therefore, although it is
beyond my ability or my endeavor to lay down such roles
as may make memory an abiding comfort hereafter, I ven¬
ture to hope such employment of her powers as has be¬
guiled my own solitude will not entirely have failed of
gratification in the present to others. W. B. B.

Ellkkdali, Va.

DEPBHCES OF SEBA8TOPOL. V

Scbastopol is not defended on the side of the attack
by regular works. The southern side being lined with
inaccessible rocks, the engineers charged with fortifying
Sebastopol never dreamt of the possibility of a landing
in that direction. There is consequently no enceinte con¬

tinue", properly speaking. The town, however, is protect¬
ed on that side by a crenellated wall, with a ditch and
some advanced earthworks hastily thrown up, and which
the garrison has actively labored to complete since the
bold manoeuvre by whioh, after (he battle of the Alma,
the Allied troops moved from the north to the south of
the plooe. At some distance in front of those works
stands three large towers, faced with masonry, commu¬

nicating together by works provided with bastions, form¬
ing a kind of imperfect half moon.

The portion of the city thus attacked by the Allied
army contains the barracks aud the prison, situate at its
highest point. To the east is the harbor, and beyond it
the quarter inhabited by the seamen, against whioh the
English attack is particularly directed. To the west are
a cemetery and the lazaretto, opposite the French line of
attack. The three towers are in advance of those posi¬
tions, and it is on them the fire of our batteries must first
be brought to bear. The line of oiroumvallation forms a
sort of semicircle, the left of which rests on the bay of
Chersonesus. The right extends to the river Tchernaya,
in advance of the road by whioh the army marched upon
Bgiaklava when it turned the city. Independently of the
half-moon formed by the towers, the French army will
have to silence the forts of Alexander and the Quaran¬
tine, erected for the defence of the place on the Bea-side.
They, however, also protect the south, and it will be ne¬

cessary to silence their fire..London paper.

THE U. 8. STEAMSHIP MASSACHUSETTS.
We have already given a brief account of the disaster

to the United States steamship Massachusetts, which
sailed irom Bio on the 21st of September with the U. S.
sloop-of-war Decatur, and encountered a terrible gale on

the following day. A letter in the Portsmouth Globe,
dated on board at Rio, on the 24th, says :

We had a fine wind nnd kept in company with the Decatur
that day and night. Tho next morning it commenced to blow
and rain, and continued to increaso till two P. M., when the
cotnniandor Jrcm<d tt necessary to shorten tail to the shortest
rails powibie. At 2.30 she was very near thrown on ber
beam's end. She remained down for a moment, when she was
relieved by the mainmast going by the board close by the
dcck, carrying withitthe miitentopmastandthe lee bulwarks.
They then cut the mast adrift, and while doing so it got
under the ship, where I presume it hag very near thumped a
hole in her. llowever, with some trouble it was cleared, to our
great relief, but only for a moment, for another sea struck
her, which carried away the miizenmost about two feet from
the deck, carrying the binnacle, lee quarter boat, bulwarks,
captain's gig, and smashing in the poop deck. By this time
she was running before the wind and rolling so that it was
utterly impossible to stand. However, by severe labor we
clcared the deck so that we could get about the deck.

It was then discovered that the foremast was working badly,
but by getting extra stays on it we kef>t it standing, although
she would frequently roll so much that tho water would very
near ootne over the poop, which you know is unusually high.
At 5 o'olock we started to tack her, and in doing so I thoughtshe would capsise, and I believe she would have done so but
for the engines. They worked admirably, and were got in
operation in an hour and fifteen minutes after the accident.
Wc then commenced to fire minute guns for the Deoator, as
she was seen fifteen minufs before the masts were carried
away; but it rained so,bard I presume she did not see or hear.
That night we kept her head to the wind and steamed her fall
power, which forced us ahead at the rate of one, two, and
three knots, as the wind increased and decreased. The next
morning she still continued to pitch badly. We saw a barque
before the-wind. We fired a signal gun, but she kept on

scudding. t

On the 23d the wind decreased, but we were laboring under
great fear for the foremast, which vibrated like a pendulum ;
but the engines continued to work well, so we put all of our
relaace in them, although the boilers had commenoed to
leak, caused, I think, from the working of the ship. At night
we rolled badly, which made the engines work irregularly.
Towards morning we discovered the lights at the mouth of
this harbor. The wind moderated, and we got to eur an¬
chorage about ten this morning perfectly exhausted, for we
had nut eaten or slept since the storm came on, which had
been throe days. What is most surprising we have not lost
a man.

Two days later the same correspondent writes that a

surrey had been held and the Massachusetts taken to the
navy yard in Bio, to be fitted for sea in two months.

Infamous..On Thursday last, as a passenger train on
the Ogdensbnrg (N. Y.) railroad was approaehing the
bridge aoross Trout Brook, between Madrid and Potsdam,
the engineer, discovering smoke rising from the bridge,
stopped the train. On examination it was fonnd that
some villain had fired the bridge, which had burnt nntil
it was a mere shell. Had not the smoke been observed a
fearful loss of life would have ensued. It is a great pity
that the perpetrators of these schemes of wholesale mur¬
der cannot be discovered and punished as the crime
deserves.

Thoboi-ohly Patriotic..The Panama 8tar, giving the
incidents of the recent earthquakes there, says: *. One
patriotio individual rushed to his Consul's residenee and
claimed the protection of his national flag. In vain a
friend told him he would be no safer there; that earth.
quakes respect no flag. «I'll be d d If they shan't
ours, though,' he replied. 4 If any earthquake dare touch
that flag the whole Union would rise to put it down.'"

Law ih New Oilcans..According to the Picayune a
man was en trial for having entered a house and stolen
some property. The testimony was clear that he had
made an opening sufficiently laige to admit the upperpart of his body, and through which he protruded nim-
self about half way, and, stretching out his srm, commit¬
ted the theft. The Attorney for the defence addresses
the jury:
" What an outrage!' (looking horrified, and with out¬

stretched and trembling arms.) " I repeat, what an outrage
upon your intelligence flbd common sense is it for the 8tnte's
Attorney to ask at your hand* the conviction of mr client on

such testimony! The law is against e»t*Wiy a noose, and
can a man be said to tnler a house when only o**-kaif of his
body is ta and the other half out f Gentlemen, look to the
Divine law on this point. God commanded Adam and Ere
not to eat the apple, i. e. the whole of the apple. And all the
commentators agree that if they had only eaten one-half they
would not hare been expelled from the blooming garden of
"Eden."

The jury brought in a rerdict of "guilty"' as to one-
half of his body from the wais^ up, and .' not guilty" as
to the other half. The Judge sentenced the guilty half
to one year's imprisonment.

THE CRISIS.

Messrs. Editors: If memory serves the writer, some
months since I addressed the National Inielligenoer in
relation to "the crisis," financially and commercially.
These matters looked quite blue enough then, but now
they look decidedly black, and if Congress do not promptly
take up the crisis question we who live by trade may
find ourselves in a very " bad bo* " before the 41 ides of
March." The remedy is very simple. We have import¬
ed too muoh.far beyond the requirements of the coun¬
try.and we have also exported too much ; not exported
too muoh in the form of breadstuff's, provisions, eotton,
rioe, &c., for such exports contribute to our wealth, but
we have exported what we most needed to prevent the
existing deplorable state of things, vix. too much gold.
When the Secretary off the Treasury sends his report to
Congress he may probably congratulate our people that
he has locked up about thirty millions in gold; and that
is well so far. But may be not forget to tell them how un¬
fortunate it was that about thirty millions of gold have
been exported to England and the Continont sinoe the
first of January last? It is to be hoped that the Secre¬
tary, coming as he doeB from a generous soil, will go the
" entire swine," and warn us against excessive importa¬
tions and over-trading, in order that before he hands the
Treasury seals to his sucocssor all men of business may
have assurance that (as far as they oan have it from him)
future Administrations will shape the revenue laws of the
country to prevent the great balance-sheet from being
against us. If it had been in our favor dur^g 1854 no

large exports of our California gold would have been
made to contribute to the wealth of Europe and assist to
conduot foreign wars; but the aforesaid thirty millions
in the hard would have been diffused among the people of
this country, and the ohances are nineteen out of twenty
that we should have had no commercial or financial crisis
at all. Is there sense in digging gold in California to be
sent to New York to be put in ship-shape for export to
Europe ? But the subject is too plain to discusj.

0. P. Q.

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

Hoholulu, Oahu, Sandwich Islands,
SsPikMBxn 16, 1854.

Honolulu is very quiet at present and business dull,
for the whalers which crowd this port during the Arotio
winter have not yet arrired, though the first arrival was
a month earlier last year.

Politics form the all-absorbing theme just now. The
annexation and filibustering parties are the two great
heads, and out of them spring many minor parties.the
Independent Republic Men, the Royalists, &c. But of
all parties the Annexationists are by far the stronger,
and oomposed of the more respectable class of American
residents. The oommunity is held in not a little excite-
ment.by the report of a filibustering party now organiz¬
ing in California, destined for the capture of these
islands. The Government, as is reported on good autho¬
rity, has received official warning to be on its guard from
Gov, Bigler, of California. By every vessel from the
coast adventurers arrive of very doubtful character and
intentions, to say the least, and some of whom are well
known to be here on filibustering business. The chief
matter of doubt seems to be, not whether a filibustering
expedition is actually projected in California, but in
what particular manner this formidable organization will
make its first appearance. Should they come down from
the coast en masse, like Gen. Lopes or President Walker,
the Hawaiian Government would instantly throw itself
upon the United States for protection and becomo a part
of that country. In this case the United States sloops-
of-war St Mary's and Portsmouth, now lying in this
harbor, are amply sufficient for the protection of the
islands from any force the filibusters could bring into
the field. But there are two other more insidious and
dangerous plans which the filibusters may Adopt: The
one is by coming over as passengers in small parties and
mingling and identifying themselves with the oitixens as
muoh as possible, and ata given signal creating a riot which
should take the form of a civil-revolution, and with which
the naval power of the United States could not interfere
to prevent; the other is by making tools of the sailors
who are landed to the number of several thousands from
the whaling fleet, and who are always ready for any thing.
This formidable body of men have several times had the
town in their possession and the Government at their
mercy ; the last instance of which occurred in tbe riots
two years since. By either one or a anion of both these
schemes the filibusters might, in less than twenty-four
hours, overthrow the existing Government and establish
another before any armed force from the United States
oould obtain a right to interfere. To such a revolution
the Government oould not offer a moment's effectual re¬
sistance. Considerable*%larm was felt the other day by a

report that a large quantity of arms had arrived from
San Francisco by the schooner Lady Jane, and all the
military were ordered under arms. This proved to be &
false alarm, however, arhing from the finding of several
pairs of revolvers in passing the baggage of one of the
passengers of the Lady Jane through the custom-house.
The policy pf the existing Government is evidently to

hold out as long as it is able to sustain itself, and when
a crisis arrives to throw itself into the arms of the United
States. Prinoe Alexander, the heir apparent to the throne,
is young and ambitious, and of course one of the chief
opponents of any plan whioh may deprive him of his
birthright But it is plain that the Government cannot
exist many years as it now is. The native race itself is
becoming extinct with such great rapidity that it is esti¬
mated that in thirty years hence there will not be a full-
blooded Hawaiian on the islands. Of oourse, in this
state of affairs, it Beems but natural that the United
States should adopt the child to whose nourishment and
growth she has so much contributed.
The question whether the United States wmtt these

islands we leave to you at home to decide, being confi¬
dent that sooner or later they will offer themselves to
you, and that, too, peaceably and without bloodshed, ex¬
cept it may be in a fight with the fillibusters. England
does not want them; France is content with her large
possessions in the Pacific among the Society Islands. The
question is, do you want the Sandwich Islands ?

[Cor. New York Courier and Enquirer.
Illinois Banks..The Telegraph announces, every day

or two, the suspension of some of the Banks of Illinois.
One list which is before us embraces the following Banks:
City Bank of Chicago; Merchants' and Mechanics' Bank,
Chicago; Farmers' Bunk, Chicago; Phoenix Bank, Chi¬
cago ; Union Bank, Chicago.

And, as a consequence of these failures, two wild-cat
ooneerns from Georgia, but owned in Chicago: The Mil-
ledgeville Bank, Georgia, and the Cherokee Bank and In¬
surance Company, Georgia.
Add to these the following Banks, located in other

parts of the 8tate: Belvidere Bank, Bank of Rockford,
Bank of Naperville, Bank of Ottawa, Du Page County
Bank, Bock Island Bank, and Rock River Bank, Beloit,
Wisconsin.

This is, we believe, the extent of the bank suspensions
in Illinois ; and when it is reoollected'that the most of
them are, In familiar phrase, 41 one-horse affairs," having
capitals perhaps of $50,000 and a circulation of $80,000
or $40,000 each, scattered all over the State, it is some¬
what surprising that even the excitable people of Chicago
should make so much ado about it It is not pretendedthat the banks, if lot alone, will not redeem their paper.Our own bankers, we are glad to see, are pursuing a

at- proper oourse. They are receiving on deposit® from
r customers the notes of all the Free Banks of Illinois

not known to be discredited in that State. They take this
responsibility, wo presume, believing that the banks are,
as a general thing, sound.
The Bank Commissioners at Springfield and Chicago

have each made publication, assuring the publio of the
safety of the bill-noldere..St. Louis Republican.
A Finals in the Editorial Chair.The Green Bay

Advocate, a Democratic paper, is edited by a gentleman
whose wife happens to be something of a politician, but
is a stanch unflinching Whig. The editor left home for a
few days during the election campaign, when party feeling
ran somewhat nigh, and his " better half" took the man¬
agement of the paper during his absence. Pretty soon
her Whig principles proved too strong for resistance, and,
finding it difficult to write against conscience, she set to
work with a will and penned some flamiog Whig leaders,
which duly appeared in the dally editions of the paper,
much to the astonishment of its usual readers. The
Democratic partner of the firm happened accidentally to
fall In with a copy of his journal during the trip, and hio
surprise may be Imagined when bo found its editorial
column laboring to impress upon the public mind the
soundness of Whig and the rottenness of Democratic doc¬
trine. The editor says»v
" Oar straight-going, old-line Democratic Advocate was

startled oat of its propriety at finding a regular Whig hand¬
ling the pen and scissors, and when we first saw the paper on
our way home we scarcely recognised our old friend in the
new and strange antics which it was cutting up. Thankful
that it was no worse, we harried hom^, holding our very
breath lest In the next i*»ue we should And the name of our
favorite candidate Macy hauled down and some other ralsed;
but that last and greatest infliction wu spared as. His name
yet fluttered at the mast-head, and the country was as safe as
it could be, considering."
The editor hae resolved in futnre not to leave homo

while an election is pending..Buffalo Com. AdmHttr.


